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The present issue of the Biblical World devotes nearly twenty-five 
pages to the discussion of one subject, " The Purpose and Plan of the 
Gospel of John." This wide departure from the usual custom of the 
journal seemed to the editors to be justified by the fact that the gospel of 
John is to form the subject of the International Sunday School Lessons 
for six months. Concerning the importance of entering upon the study 
of a book with some apprehension of its original purpose and point of 
view, the editorials of the present issue have something to say. If 
the view presented in the articles referred to shall impel our readers to 
a reexamination of the book itself, or to the study of the views 
advocated in the best commentaries, such as those of Milligan, and 
Moulton, Westcott, Godet, Hovey, et a/., or in introductions such as 
those of Weiss, Salmon, Dods, and Gloag, the main object of the 
articles themselves will have been attained. 

Professor Nathaniel Schmidt has lately delivered a course of five 
lectures upon the "Old Testament in the Light of Modern Research" 
before the Meadville Theological School. The syllabus of the lectures 
has been prepared and is an admirable compend of suggestions and 
material for a study of the subject. 

The publishers announce a reduction of price for the three volumes 
of the Beitrage zur Assyriologie unci semitischen Sprachwissenschaft, 
edited by Delitzsch and Haupt. The original cost of 122 marks has 
been reduced to 90 marks, and the third volume alone can be had for 
40 marks. These three volumes contain forty-eight inscriptions, thirty 
illustrations, three charts, and one plan, thus giving the best of work- 
ing material to the student. 

The Biblical Research Club of Brown University has arranged 
for the following subjects and speakers for the year 1899 : 

January 10, "John the Baptist," Professor Rush Rhees, Newton 
Theological Seminary. 

February 14, "The Different Point of View," Rev. William N. 
McVickar, D.D., Bishop Coadjutor of Rhode Island. 
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March 14, "The Influence of Judaism on Early Christianity," 
papers by members of the club. 

April 11, "Jewish Historical Literature," Professor George F. 
Moore, D.D., Andover Theological Seminary. 

May 9, "Preliminary Data for a Biblical Study of the Second Com- 
ing of Our Lord," President Charles C. Hall, D.D., Union The- 
ological Seminary. 

The first edition of the English Bible printed in America was 
published by Robert Aitken in Philadelphia in 1782. The paper on 
which it was printed was manufactured in Pennsylvania. The publi- 
cation was under the sanction of Congress, as appears in the following 
resolution, dated September 10, 1782, and contained in the preface of 
the book: "Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled 
highly approve the pious and laudable undertaking of Mr. Aitken, as 
subservient to the interest of religion, as well as an instance of the 
progress of arts in this country, and being satisfied from the above 
report of his care and accuracy in the execution of the work they 
recommend this edition of the bible to the inhabitants of the United 
States, and hereby authorize him to publish this recommendation in 
the manner he shall think proper." The copies of this Aitken Bible, 
as it is now called, are rare. One is in the possession of Mr. C. F. 
Gunther, of Chicago. Another belongs to Senator Hoar, of Massa- 
chusetts, a copy once owned by Roger Sherman and bearing his 
autograph of the year 1783. A third copy was recently sold in 
Philadelphia for $215. In the year 1891 a copy in two volumes, now 
in the Congressional Library at Washington, brought $650. 

Still a third series upon the New Testament is announced, this 
one of four volumes, edited by Rev. Orello Cone, D.D., and pub- 
lished by Messrs. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and London. The 
title of the series is International Handbooks to the New Testament. 
The work has been in preparation for some years, and one of the 
volumes — the second — will be issued soon. This series is a commentary 
upon the whole New Testament. The division of the books, and the 
authors of the several volumes, are as follows : (1) The Synoptic 
Gospels, with a chapter on the " Text- Criticism of the New Testament," 
by George L. Cary ; (2) Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Philippians, 
Galatians, and 1 and 2 Thessalonians, by James Drummond ; (3) 
Hebrews, Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon, 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus, 
1 and 2 Peter, James and Jude, with a sketch of the " History of the 
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Canon of the New Testament," by Orello Cone; (4) The Fourth 
Gospel, Acts, the Johannine Epistles and Revelation, by Henry P. 
Forbes. The series promises to represent the more liberal, some 
would say radical, school of biblical criticism. Commentaries from 
this point of view have not been written in America up to this time, 
nor in England. The International Handbooks to the New Testa- 
ment therefore have a clear field, and undoubtedly also a mission. It 
is by the labors and demands of the liberal school that the conserva- 
tive school corrects its past errors, and gets larger and better visions 
of religious and historical truth. 

A new work of much importance upon the Apocrypha and 
Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament is now projected. It is edited 
by Professor E. Kautzsch, of Halle, and published by Mohr, Freiburg 
i. B. The work will be issued in parts, the subscription price for the 
whole being M. 15. Each book of the Apocrypha and Pseudepi- 
grapha will be given in translation (German), accompanied by an 
introduction, and with brief footnotes of a textual and historical 
character. The editors of the several books are as follows : The Book 
of Enoch and the Martyrdom of Isaiah, by Dr. George Beer, of Halle; 
The Proemium and Books 3-3 of the Sibylline Oracles, by Professor 
Blass, of Halle ; The Ascension of Moses, by Dr. Carl Clemen, of Halle ; 
The So- Called Fourth Book of Maccabees, by Professor A. Deissmann, 
of Heidelberg ; The Life of Adam and Eve (The Apocalypse of Moses), 
by C. Fuchs, of Strassburg ; The Apocalypse of Ezra, by Professor H. 
Gunkel, of Berlin ; The Third Book of Ezra, by Professor H. Guthe, 
of Leipzig ; The Second Book of Maccabees, by Professor A. Kamp- 
hausen, of Bonn ; The First and Third Book of Maccabees, The Testa- 
ment of Naphthali, by Professor E. Kautzsch, of Halle ; The Psalms of 
Solomon, by Professor R. Kittel, of Breslau ; The Book of Jubilees, by 
Dr. E. Littmann, of Oldenburg ; The Books of Tobit and Judith, by 
Professor M. Lohr, of Breslau ; The Book of Baruch, with the Epistle 
of Jeremiah and the Additions of Daniel, by Professor W. Rothstein, of 
Halle ; The Prayer of Manasses, the Additions to Esther, the Wisdom 
of Sirach, and the Apocalypse of Baruch, by Professor V. Ryssel, of 
Zurich ; The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, by F. Schnapp, of 
Dortmund ; The Wisdom of Solomon, by Professor K. Siegfried, of 
Jena; The Epistle of Aristeas, by Dr. P. Wendland, of Charlottenburg. 



